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Concerns of the Proposed Beaver Bank Bypass Letter 

February 7, 2000 
 
Environmental Assessment Administrator 
Nova Scotia Department of Environment 
5151 Terminal Road, 5th Floor 
P.O. Box 2107 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3B7 
Fax: (902) 424-3571 
 
Reference: Terms of reference of the Beaver Bank By-Pass 
 
Dear Sir/Madam: 
 
Please find enclosed some of our concerns of the proposed Beaver Bank By-Pass 
 
Overall, we feel that the Department of Transportation is doing a great service to our 
community by proposing a by-pass for Beaver Bank along the proposed route (Figure 1 
enclosed). The proposed route crosses various parcels of Barrett Lumber Company land and our 
family holdings. Barret Lumber Company mill yard, David and Mary’s property, Barrett 
Enterprises Limited property and Hugh and David Barrett’s property, approximately 25% of the 
route. 
 
Community Concerns 
 
1. During the last two years, two Nova Scotians have lost their lives on the Beaver Bank 

highway. A new bypass will lessen the chance of this happening in the future. 
2. If the Beaver Bank Road is closed for any reason, we do not have a second entrance in an 

emergency. 
3. A new Beaver Bank Bypass would make for orderly development in Beaver Bank which is 

the life blood of both Beaver Bank and Sackville. 
4. The sooner a designated route for the bypass is set, the sooner those residents directly 

effected by the right-a-way can get on with their lives. 
5. It will relieve congestion on the current Beaver Bank Road. 
6. Should be cost effective if designated now, not be like Hammonds Plains where there were 

five possible bypass routes in 1986. None of them are available now due to development. 
7. During the public participation process, the community of Beaver Bank, The Planning 

Advisory Board of Halifax County and Halifax County Council passed the 1986 Planning 
Strategy with the proposed bypass as part of the future highway strategy. This same bypass 
proposal was proposed to The Minister of Transportation on January 12, 1984. 

8. The intersection of the Beaver Bank Windsor Junction Cross Road cannot wait for five to ten 
years to be fixed. Because of the sharp angle of the intersection, tractor trailers have 
difficulty negotiating to turn. A house is located (which on February 7, 2000 has a “For Sale” 
sign on it) in the North East corner of the intersection. This house tends to reduce sight 
distances, so there is a major safety problem especially when all the high school buses start 
going to the new Fall River School. 

https://davidfbarrettblc.ca/


 

More information on the blog: davidfbarrettblc.ca 
 

Page 2 
 
9. The proposal to go behind Rossley Lake alienates the concerns of the home owners who live 

on Rossley Road. 
10. There should be a wall on each side of the proposed right-a-way to lesson noise, light and 

view plain consideration. 
11. A large portion of the Barrett Lumber Company log supply would be trucked on this new 

bypass. 
 
Barrett Lumber and Family Concerns 
 
1. Barrett Lumber Company and family have always had a policy of working with our neighbors 

so we will accept any reasonable alignment of the road. 
2. We at Barrett Lumber Company and Family are reluctant to sell any of our property, but will 

consider trading with the Government for alternate pieces of property of equivalent value. 
3. As part of our compensation package to make up for the disruption, etc., we will consider 

the cutting and chipping of the right-a-way as part of the compensation package. 
4. Barrett Lumber Company believes in progress, so we will work with everyone to 

accommodate both the bypass needs and Barrett Lumber Company needs for the 
betterment of both. 

5. Since the proposed road is going to divide our industry property, consideration has to be 
made for fencing. 

6. The woods working industry at our Beaver Bank Road site has been an asset to our 
community for over 170 years. During the 70 plus years that the industry has been in our 
family, we have always worked and plan to continue to work with our community for the 
betterment of both. We foresee an opportunity during the building of this proposed road 
for a realignment of the Little Sackville River to bypass our Sawmill complex, thereby 
helping continue the upgrading that the Sackville River Association is doing right up to 
Feeley Lake and Little Lake, beside providing fill for the proposed road. 

7. As part of the compensation to Barrett Lumber Company for the land, the connector 
highway will take from our Forestry Industrial site, we would consider that culverts be 
installed, and refilling our homemade mill pond (I remember Dad telling me how he 
removed stumps with oxen on the bottom of the pond) thereby replacing the land used for 
the road. 

 
Yours very truly, 
 

 
David F. Barrett 
Secretary/Woodlands Manager 
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